ONTIER
The trip was managed by Axiom Space, a Houston-based company of predominantly ex-NASA staff that is building the world's first commercial
space station attached to the ISS, designed by Philippe Starck and due to open in early 2024. Meanwhile, Richard Branson's Virgin Galactic and
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The programmee 1 join is designed Lo offer o taste of what such trips
might entail - exeept with more oysters, Gaume, by Tiis own account
e sl ost o billion in computer gones by e time he waes 30, e
I stratospherically tall and Das aorestless enthusiasm that is infectious.
His Family omane some of the top hotels on the guietly chie Arcachon
pentnsuk, including the Starch-designed La Cotodeniche hotel
eminently civilised base nest 1o e SH-high Dane of Pilat.
overlooking the sundbars and pinisse hoats of Areachion

By, “You have o cortain amount of training to be
able to go thiough an experience inspaee,” he tells
e Bt what we reallv wamt is for vou 1o hive

fun s enjoy every bitof rrience that

v
foerses not just on the teehnical bul albso the
mental and spivitual. And that is dilferent
from what = avallable in the traditional (
teakning factlin.”

Meuals consist of whelks, oystors, erab and
lobster

which seem most unespace-like,

wntil ehets from Alin Ducsses am explain

thid they've ereated high-end  gastronomy for 2 )
atromanls in the o station. inclading tinned bluge

Tobster and guinei, We'ne joined fin one meal by Lionel

Suchet, COO Of the French space dgeney, o man with the calm

air of someane used o being on the other end of these calls from the
e ol space

cosmos that staet: W lave s problem.” Hle says the appe
tonrism isn'ta surprise. bat the “veloeity of clange s very, very quick”
Another of the training mwdules, which also docsi't mis with my diet

of huilees crues, s tuen inoacting vosseat GBI GameBind, the Tatest

acrobaticairerafl AUAreachon airport, Limvmet by pilot Benoit Buffiere,

iz role b= o recereate the G- forees ol arocket faaneh, Tnaphane the size

of u reing ear, we fly along the coust 1o find @ swamp above which we

do Joups, rolls and stall tirms, Finally, e pedforms o ruade, o move that

sees the tiny aireralt cartwheel theowgl the sky. 1 eel like one of those

astronauts spinning out into the inky depths forever.

A constant bickdreop 1o the esperfence is the idea

that real trips to space ure getting closer, even i

A journey into orbit sl costs porth of about

AED 190 million. Orbite uses virtual reality to

{ recreate the sensation of Bving in the various
launch vehicles corrently available.

T pop up and down in Bezoss New Shepard
and slice up to the edge of spoce in Branson'’s
SpaceShipTwo, T oorbit in Musk's  Dragon
apsule, looking dowon Havana, the city where

Tive, as thesun comes upeand find myself thinking

of these 1 Iove below. T travel around the moon on

Musks Sturshipy the spi
version is currently going through Bight teals in Tesas,
Adterwinds, staggerdown totheedgeoltheseaand along
1o e great dune, Beginning toelimby, Tike sope Tost soul on Mars,
lip on the sand. 1 eoll pver: above me the stars are heginning 1o
come ol in the darkening sky, Looking up. | realise that while space
may be infinite, there's little room for exnteism. L am now a believer.
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