
Philippe Starck
Doublé meeting(in personand by phone)with the
mostfamousof contemporaryFrenchdesigners.
To talk aboutthefuture, dematerialisation, emotions,
feelings.And of 'bionism', a conceptheholdsdear

byRuben Modigliani

Whatisgooddesigntoday?

If we talk about'good design',I thinkwealso haveto in-

volve the buyer. Beforebuying a productyouhaveto ask

yourselfifyou reallyneed it, otherwise yougive up.It isthe

biggestecological gesturewe need.Anythingthat is not
usedcannot be good design.Havingsaid that,good design

is therightproduct,fortherightperson at theright time,

with the right material,atthe right price, with the right

distribution.And to this parameterwe canaddlongevity.

In whichdirectionsshoulditgo?
Towardsa bigger,higher,more distantvision:thisis what

guaranteesgoodcreativity.The vision should thenbeex-

amined throughthefìlter of honesty,necessity,longevity,

Economy(with acapitalE) andthen one can add,ifone
wishes, one'shumour,feelings, imagination.Providedthat
thesethreeelementsarenot in contradictionwiththose

already mentioned.

Youhaveofìtenspokenofdematerialisation.
Do youthinkof a worldwithout objects?

I havebeentalking aboutit forfortyyears,but whenyou

aretoo far ahead,youmust neverloseyour temper (or your

confìdence). Simplywait for time to catch up with you.

Dematerialisationdoesnot implya worldwithoutobjects.
Today, at best,objects aredesignedfor a necessity.That is

why design exists: to make obligatoryobjects acceptable

and pleasing. It is thesethatwill disappear.Heat,sound,

light will comefrom paintorwindows.It will be as if a

bombhadbeenplacedinthe centreof a roomandcrushed
ali theobjects into thewalls, the ceiling, thefloor. Other
objectswill be transformed,theywillbe incorporatedinto

something,theywill begrouped together.An example we

already see todayisthemobile phone,which encompass-

es hundredsoffunctions.Space will remain for personal

feeling:I will behappyto seesomethingI made with my

own hands,a pieceof woodI picked uponthebeachand
carved. Somethingpurely emotional.

Whatwill thehouseof thefuturebe like?

It will be theway we want it, empty andoverloadedwith

'sentimental'objects.We realised that matter, which we

thoughtwasliberating,actuallyincarceratesus. We actedas
sorcerer's apprentices,webelievedthatwe would createob-

jects thatwould beusefulto us.Andfìnally,in the21stcen-

tury, werealised thatwearetheoneswhoservethe objects.

In youropinion,30years fromnow,will therestili be
industriai designers?

Therewill always bea few.But only a few.The designer of

tomorrowwill be the coach, thedietician,thepsychiatrist.
It will be the eraI cali 'bionism.In less thanfìve years

everythingwe dowithour phone,thanksto eversmaller
chips, will be inside thebody. So thisbodyhas to be in

goodshape.Wearethemachine.

Whatdoyouthink is 'goodtaste'today?
It is a mixtureof archaism,of slowness anddifficultyin

understanding,of moralityand fear.Ali thistogethercre-

ates 'good taste',i.e. a large number of peoplewho fall into

line for fearof beingjudged. Everyone has the right to

havetheir owntaste:whetherothersconsider it goodor

bad doesnot matter in the slightest.I avoid talking about

beautyortaste.Any moment,project,object,place, musicis

beautifulif ithasaharmony.We havegenerated harmonies

by observingtherhythmof wavesorthat of dunes,the pro-

portion of mountains,theway plantsgrow.But thishasno

relationto good taste:becauseit is notsubjectivebut real.

Lastquestioniwhatis technology'smostimportant
contributionto design?

The bestcontributionwe can maketo theproduct istheend

of greed,cynicism, fashions.Replacedby honesty,a senseof

timeand longevity.In terms of materials,itis thearrivai of
organic plastics. Whichwill allow us to give the simplest

comfortsto those whoneedthem at affordable prices.

1In theMariyacollection(AndreuWorld)theplywood structur

e isdesignednottouse anymechanicaljoining system.

2 Terracotta,woodand clayforthe rooms of theMob House

hotel afthe Marchéaux PucesinSaint-Ouen (Paris).

3 In theTooHotelrestaurant inParis,decoration is

keptto aminimum:theview on thecityis thereal star.


